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School of Medicine Professor
Studies Heart Disease in Bolivia
In 1968, Leon Cudkowicz, M.D., performed Bolivia's first cardiac catheterizations in the capital city of
La Paz at an altitude of 12,600 ft.
Cardiac catheterizations are used in
the laboratory recognition and confirmation of heart diseases.
Now Professor and Chairman of the
Wright State University School of
Medicine's Department of Medicine,
Dr. Cudkowicz says that "The introduction of cardiac catheterization

to Bolivia has led to the recognition of a considerably different
spectrum of heart di~ease, particularly of the congenital abnormality
type found in the high-altitude
population of Bolivia." Congenital
heart disease at that altitude is
about 15 times more common than in
sea-level populations.
In recent years, Dr. Cudkowicz
has been engaged in various research
projects in the Bolivian Andes to
study the ways people adapt to very
high altitudes. During his tenure
as Fogarty International Senior Fellow under the sponsorship of the
National Institutes of Health in
1975, he continued his studies of
the patterns of pulmonary blood flow
distribution in men and women living
at high altitudes. He collaborated
with Bolivian scientists from the
Medical School of the Universidad
Mayor de San Andres and the Instituto Boliviano de Biologia de
Altura, as well as with French scientists associated with those institutions.
In his 1975 study, conducted in
La Paz, Dr. Cudkowicz observed a
difference in the distribution patterns of pulmonary blood flow in men
and women.
In order to verify these differences in the distribution pattern in
the sexes, he is currently making
additional investigations at the ·
higher altitude (17,300 ft.) of Chacaltaya.
"Open heart surgery can help correct many of the heart diseases that
Continued, p.2 ...

This photo shows a portion of
the Cosmic Physics Laboratory
at Chacaltaya, Bolivia. At
17,300 ft., it is the highest
research facility on earth. La
Paz , at 12,600 ft., is hidden
in the cloud-covered valley at
the upper left.

From Dayton to England

If Necessary

This diagram shows the path that a request for services, initiated
at a Basic Unit Library in the Dayton-Miami Valley area, might take
before being filled ••• :i;ossibly at the British Lending Library.

BASIC UNIT LIBRARIES
Each dot represents
several medical libraries in the DaytonMiarni Valley area.

Health Sciences Library Linked
To Interlibrary Loan Network
The "information explosion" and rising economic problems of libraries
have combined to force librarians to
look beyo~d their own card catalogues in supplying necessary services.
"As a result," says Raymond
Palmer, Health Sciences Librarian at
the School of Medicine, "there has
been increased cooperation among
librarians as they strive to give
the best possible service to their
users."

A nationwide network of medical
libraries, called Regional Medical
=--~-1--h~~.a+y-P-~s-,--has been-estahlished in each of 11 specially created
geographic regions.

the Dayton Journal Herald
March 23, 1976

Med school
admissions
... WSU uses

'people oriented' approach
The "people oriented" approach that the
Wright State University School of Medicine
is using to screen its more than 2,500 applicants is right on. The school's admissions
committee is giving less emphasis to the
commonly accepted standards of test scores
and grades. Instead, it is concentrating on
evaluating such factors as the candidates'
ability to deal with people, their insights
into moral judgments, and their motivation.
In another stroke of innovation, lay
persons are serving on the 18-member
admissions committee, which includes
practicing physicians and faculty members
from Wright State, Central State and
Miami universities.
The medical school's admissions process
may bring medicine closer to the people
and dispel the public's stereotype of how
students get into med school.
In this case, it's not who you know, but
what you are.
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This past January, the KentuckyOhio-Michigan Regional Medical Library Program designated the Health
Sciences Library at Wright State as
a Participating Library (see diagram
above).
"In this networking arrangement,"
says Palmer, "our library will be
responsible for facilitating document delivery service and for providing extramural support for such
things as workshops, consultations,
and orientations for librarians and
health professionals."
An example .of "extramural services" is the April 10 Workshop on
the Managment of Health Sciences Libraries, sponsored by the Miami Valley Association of Health Sciences
Libraries, that brought librarians
from the three-state region to Wright
State to examine areas such as personnel administration, copyright
issues, and interlibrary loan programs.

•
Dolores O'Hara, who recently joined the Health Sciences Library staff
as Head of Cataloguing, serves as
Extramural Coordinator. She has held
library positions in a number of organizations, including Merck, Sharp
and Dahme Research Laboratories and
Harvard Business School.
As Extramural Coordinator, Ms.
O'Hara is involved with more than
forty libraries in a seven-county
area surrounding Dayton.

Lindower, Halki Named
To Assistant Deanships
John 0. Lindower, M.D., Ph.D., Professor and Chairman of the Department of Pharmacology, has accepted
the additional title of Assistant
Dean for Curriculum. In his new
role, Dr. Lindower will coordinate
the work of the School's various
curriculum committees.
Colonel John J. Halki, Commander
of Wright-Patterso n Air Force Base

Medical Center, has been appointed
as the non-salaried Assistant Dean
for Air Force Affairs. Colonel
Halki's appointment represents another major step toward building a
strong relationship between the Base
Medical Center and the School of
Medicine.

Reminder of Coming Events
April 25
Third Annual Sports Medicine Seminar.
Site: Yannucci's Restaurant, Springfield, Ohio. Sponsors: School of
Medicine and the Clark County Medical Society.
April 28
Fifth Annual Multidisciplina ry Cardiac Forum.

Site: Kettering Medical

Center. Topic: "Left Ventricular
Function in Health and Disease."
Sponsors: School of Medicine, Kettering Medical Center, and the Miami
Valley Chapter of the American Heart
Association.
April 30
Brazelton Neonatal Scale presentation. Site: Eugene Kettering Science Center. Sponsors: School of
Medicine and the Dayton Childbirth
Education Association.
April 30
Second Annual School of Medicine
Curriculum Conference. Site: Wright
State University.

Bolivia (Continued)

we've detected in high-altitude dwellers," says Dr. Cudkowicz. "We face
other challenges, however, in terms
of the social customs and beliefs of
the Bolivian people. Clearly, we
need cooperative ventures, not only
in medicine but also in the fields
of education and international affairs, if we are to alleviate this
particular problem.
"I would hope," he concludes,
"that our School of Medicine could
work cooperatively with the Medical
School of San Andres, for example,
to meet what is both a medical and a
social challenge."
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Profiles
L. Howard Moss, Ph.D., has been
named Associate Professor in the
Microbiology Program. He was previously an Assistant Professor of
Microbiology at the Medical College
of Ohio at Toledo.

BELJAN TO ASSIST CENTRAL
STATE'S PRE-MEDICAL PROGRAM

For the Record

By Resolution of the President and
the Board of Trustees of Central
State University, John R. Beljan,
M.D., Dean of the School of Medicine,
was recently appointed Professor of
Arts and Sciences and Associate Vice
President for Medical Affairs at
Central State.

•.. ARNOLD ALLEN, M.D., Professor and
Vice-Chairman, Department of Psychiatry, will be in Miami Beach, May
12, to address the Annual Meeting of
the American Psychiatric Association.
His topic: "Post-Residency Career
Choice."

Dr. Beljan will work with President Lionel H. Newsom and Central
State University to help strengthen,
augment, and support CSU's pre-medical education program.

Students Advised of
Professional Obligations
Since students in our School will be
learning and working with many kinds
of people in many different settings
and institutions, it's important
that they be aware of the need for
appearing and conducting themselves
professionally and in a manner that
reflects the high standards of the
medical profession.
When a student receives a letter
of acceptance from the School, he or
she also receives a 600-word statement entitled "Guidelines for Dress
and Conduct." Here are some excerpts
from that statement:

Born in Jamaica, N.Y., Dr. Moss
received his B.S. and M.S. degrees
from the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville. He was awarded the Ph.D.
by the University of Tennessee Medical Units, Memphis, in 1967. From
1967-69 he served as a post-doctoral
fellow at St. Jude Children's Research Hospital in Memphis.
Dr. Moss's professional interests
include virus-cell interaction and
electron microscopy, herpesvirus and
human cancer, antiviral chemotherapy,
and diagnostic virology. A member
of six professional societies, including the American Association for
Microbiology, he is the author of ten
specialized journal articles.
3

• "Students whose appearance or
conduct, in the opinion of the faculty or the administration of our associated hospitals, is detrimental to
their relationship with patients
and/or professional staff will be excluded from the School and its associated hospitals until satisfactory
alterations are made."
• "Personal responsibility for
appropriate appearance and conduct
lies with individual students, who
should recognize their professional
obligations to their patients, institution, and profession."
• "Educating students for the
practice of medicine is both a challenge and an awesome responsibility;
in the final analysis it is a responsibility that must be shared by all
of us as professional colleagues."

• • •

... ALAN B. ASHARE, M.D., Associate
Professor and Chairman, Department
of Radiological Sciences, presented
a physics seminar,"Applications of
Nuclear Science to Medicine," at
Wright State University, March 10.
... JOHN R. BELJAN, M.D., Dean of the
School of Medicine, was named Outstanding Alumnus in the Dayton Area
at the Annual University of Michigan
Alumni Banquet, March 31. Dr. '"Beljan
received his B.S. and M.D. degrees
from Michigan.
... BARRY BLACKWELL, M.D., Professor
and Chairman, Department of Psychiatry, will present "Enhancing Compliance with Therapeutic Regimens" at
the First International Congress on
Patient Counseling, Amsterdam, the
Netherlands, April 22 ... 0n April 29,
he will present "Psychosomatic Medicine" at the Ohio Community Mental
Health Forum at Hueston Woods State
Park ... Dr. Blackwell was in Philadelphia, March 14, to deliver a
paper, "Treating Patients with Chronic Diseases: The Importance of
Effective Communication," to the
Symposium on Communications in Pharmacy Practice •.• Dr. Blackwell presented "Problems of Compliance
During Long-Term Treatment" at the
Compliance Symposium, Rotterdam, the
Netherlands, March 20.
..• JOHN D. BULLOCK, M.D., Assistant
Clinical Professor, Department of
Ophthalmology, "Solitary Choroidal
Metastasis from Pulmonary Carcinoid,"
British Journal of Ophthalmology 59:
155-163 ..• Also, "Flecked Retina
Secondary to Oxalate Crystals from
Methoxyflurane Anesthesiaz Clinical
and Experimental Studies," Transactions .6f the American Academy of
Ophthalmology and Otolaryngology 79:
817-826, Nov.-Dec. 1975.
..• LEON CUDKOWICZ, M.D., Professor
and Chairman, Department of Medicine,
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was in Chacaltaya, Bolivia, March 27April 10, to continue his investigation of the Distribution of Pulmonary
Blood Flow in Man at High Altitudes.
••• IRA FRITZ, Ph.D., Associate Professor and Director, Biological Chemistry Program, appeared on WAVI
Radio, March 3, to answer phoned-in
questions on the topic "Nutrition,
Obesity, and Heart Disease" .•. On
March 2, Dr. Fritz spoke on "Nutrition in the Medical Education Program
at Wright State University" before
the Dayton-Area Nutrition Council.
•.. FRANK M. HOLDEN, M.D., Associate
Professor, Community Medicine, participated in the Annual Invitational
Conference of the National Board of
Medical Examiners, March 17-18; in
Philadelphia ••• On March 19, Dr.Holden
attended the Board of Directors Meeting of the NBME.
••. GEORGE R. PETERSON, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Biological Chemistry
Program, presented "Effects of Chronic Methadone Administration on Hepatic Microsomal Drug Metabolism" at
the Federation of the American Society for Experimental Biology Meeting, Anaheim, Calif., April 15.
..• ALVINE. RODIN, M.D., Professor
and Chairma~, Department of Postgraduate Medicine and Continuing Education, was a member of the Pediatric
4

Surgical panel, March 23, at the Annual Meeting of the International
Academy of Pathology in Boston .•• On
April 3, Dr. Rodin presented "The
Significance of William Osler's
Museum Specimens of Aortic Aneurysms"
at the Annual Meeting of the American
Osler Society in Baltimore.
•.• ELIZABETH WALES, Ph.D., Associate
Professor, Department of Psychiatry,
spoke on "Mixed Marriage: Psychiatry
and Psychology" at the March 23 Dayton Neuropsychiatric Section.

ly the very best."
While admitting that "Statistics
aren't the whole story," he draws
up a "composite top 10" (actually a
top 11, since there was a three-way
tie for ninth place) based on a
ranking of medical schools in six
different categories: in attracting
applicants ... in producing boardcertified specialists ... in producing
medical school faculty ... in producing medical school deans ... in receiving research grants from the
National Institutes of Health ••• and
in the percentage of graduates passing the state licensing exams.

Another way of choosing

THE TOP TEN MEDICAL SCHOOLS
THE COMPOSITE BEST 10
"A great deal of data is available
these days for evaluating a medical
school's performance on various
counts," writes Senior Editor Harry
T. Paxton in the Feb. 9 issue of
Medical Economics.
In "The 10 Best Medical Schools-Or Are They?", Paxton points out
that a recent opinion survey of medical school deans (as reported in
Change magazine in December 1974)
failed to specify any criteria for
judging the best; therefore, he
says, "there's reason to doubt
whether the deans' 10 best are real-

Harvard*
University of Chicago*
Columbia*
Johns Hopkins*
New York University
University of Pennsylvania
Cornell
Washington University(St.Louis)*
Albert Einstein (New York)
University of Michigan
State University of New York-Brooklyn
*Appeared in the Deans' Top 10

